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November 2, 2025 
 
Dear St. Andrew Community, 
 
July seems like a long time ago as we are now immersed in the Chicago Autumn, yet that’s how long it’s 
been since I arrived at the corner of Addison and Paulina. It has been a joy for me to become a part of 
this vibrant community of faith and fellowship, and it has been a humbling privilege to serve as your new 
shepherd. 
 
As we draw soon enough to Thanksgiving, though the stores would have us believe that tomorrow was 
already Christmas, I am very grateful for all of you: your warm welcome, strong support, and willingness 
to lend a hand. I have also been edified by your faith. It is a wonder for me as a young priest to step into 
a Catholic church that has been around for more than a hundred years. This is due to the faith of God’s 
People who long to be with Him in adoration and love. This was the great zeal of the ten founding 
families of St. Andrew. Families who wanted a place to worship God, to be imbued with His divine life 
through the Sacraments, a place whereas a family they could rest in His Presence through the Word 
and Eucharist. This is the gift of Sunday Mass, an invaluable treasure. 
 
In November, in the life of the Church, we remember in the Mass of All Souls everyone who came 
before us and have gone before us with the sign of faith. We cherish their memory and give thanks for 
their dedication to God which made it possible for us to have St. Andrew Parish today. It is in this spirit 
of legacy and dedication that I ask once again for help. In this year’s Annual Stewardship Commitment, I 
am asking that everyone consider how you can help our Sunday experience of the Mass. It is true, the 
Holy Mass on its own does not require much for its miracle to take place. However, the experience of 
the Holy Mass within a Parish can be filled with greater warmth and zeal for Christ Our Lord through 
your participation. You will find on the other side of this letter, a list of ministries in which we are in real 
need of help. Please consider these ministries as you complete your annual commitment card and 
return it at Mass, through the mail, or online before November 23.  Our dedication to God on the day in 
which He commands us to rest in Him through the Holy Mass will carry on the legacy of our founding 
families and provide for the continuation of the gift that is St. Andrew Parish. 
 
As you pray about where the Lord Jesus is calling you to serve Him in love, know that if you had never 
considered a certain ministry before, we will be offering training sessions for each ministry.  
 
In cordibus Jesu et Mariae, 
 
 
Fr. Hank Lyon 
 
 

http://www.standrew.org/


 
The stewardship of time refers to the gift of time that we’ve 
been given and how we spend it in relationship to God and 
one another. When considering making your annual 
commitment to the use of your time, consider the commitment 

you make to prayer in particular. Are there ways of growing in the habit of prayer, attendance at Mass, 
or personal reflection. Are there ways you could use your time to enrich your relationship with God by 
participating in a parish group or learning more about your faith? These are important considerations for 
making a personal commitment in the year ahead for the stewardship of time.   
 
 
 

  
The stewardship of time refers to the skills and abilities that 
we’ve been given that can be put to use for God’s work. It may 
be gifts in public speaking which lend themselves to reading 
God’s Word at Mass or gifts of botany which lends itself for 

caring for the environment of the church and our campus. Everyone has some talent and using those 
talents for God’s glory is a way of saying ‘thank you” to God for the gift and building up the Church 
community. In particular consider if the following ministries may be in your interest in the year ahead.   

 
 
 

The stewardship of treasure refers to the financial 
resources that we have been given. As Catholics, we have 
both the right to our place of worship and the responsibility 
for caring for its material needs. How can the financial 
resources that we have be shared on a regular basis for the 

stability and advancement of our parish community? Each of us is called to generosity as we are able.  
 
 
 
The commitment form for this year’s Season of Stewardship can be found at 
www.standrew.org/stewardship or through the following QR code.  

Stewardship of Time 

Stewardship of Talent 

Reading at Mass 
 

Liturgy of the Word for 
Children 

 
Distributing Holy 

Communion 
 

Altar serving 
(for children 4th grade and up) 

 
Singing or playing music 

for Sunday Mass 
 

Livestream Ministry 
 

Hospitality Ministry 
 
 

 

Caring for the 
campus grounds 

 
Bringing Communion to 

the sick and elderly 
 

Helping with Fundraising: 
- 5K Race 

 

- Wearin’ the Green 
 

- Parish Fish Fry 
 

- Fall Swing 
 

Teaching children the 
faith 

 
Sunday Coffee & Donuts 

 
 

Cleaning the Church and 
parish facilities 

 
Parish Building Structural 

Planning and 
Development 

 
St. Vincent DePaul 

Society – Care for those 
on the margins 

 
Outreach to the hungry, 

homeless, and 
marginalized 

 
Evangelization to the  

those without a church 
 
 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 

http://www.standrew.org/stewardship

